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The University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) organized a range of academic, cultural, creative, and student-focused activities during the week 
of 9–15 August 2026. The week featured seminars, workshops, exhibitions, interactive sessions, and inter-university competitions. Distinguished 
academics, artists, cultural personalities, and professionals participated in several of these programs. The events provided students with 
opportunities to develop their academic knowledge, creativity, cultural awareness, and critical thinking. The following report highlights the major 
events and activities held during the week.

1. ULAB Seminar Highlights Women’s Empowerment, Literature and Intercultural Harmony
On 9 August 2026, the Department of English and Humanities organized an engaging seminar titled “Celebrating Women and Building Bridges” 
featuring acclaimed novelist, scriptwriter, and gender activist Qaisra Shahraz MBE. During the session, she shared insights from her extensive 
research, which involved interviewing more than 100 Muslim women across five countries. She also discussed her work as the founder of MACFEST 
and the Muslim Women’s Arts Foundation. The discussion highlighted the role of literature, arts, and cultural advocacy in challenging Islamophobia 
and promoting intercultural understanding. Qaisra Shahraz also emphasized the importance of supporting women artists and creating platforms 
for their voices. The seminar provided students and faculty members with an opportunity to engage with her experiences and ideas. The session 
encouraged meaningful discussion on gender, culture, literature, and social harmony. The Department expressed appreciation to Qaisra Shahraz 
for her inspiring contribution. Faculty members and students also contributed to a rich intellectual exchange. The event concluded as a valuable 
academic and cultural engagement for the ULAB community.

2. Adda with Bappa Mazumder
On 12 August 2026, ULAB Shangskriti Shangshad organized an interactive session titled “Adda with Bappa Mazumder” at the Orientation Field. 
Renowned artist and musician Bappa Mazumder joined ULAB students for an informal and engaging conversation about art and creativity. The 
session was particularly designed for students who aspire to build careers in the creative and artistic fields. Bappa Mazumder shared experiences 
from his artistic journey and offered encouragement to young people pursuing their creative ambitions. Students had the opportunity to interact 
directly with him and discuss their aspirations and challenges. The informal format created an open environment for meaningful conversation 
and exchange of ideas. The session highlighted the importance of passion, dedication, creativity, and perseverance in developing an artistic 
career. It also inspired students to explore their individual creative potential. The program successfully connected students with an established 
artist and provided them with motivation for their future pursuits. Overall, the session was an engaging and inspirational experience for the 
participating students.

3. Asian Mosaic: Exploring Culture, Communities and Heritage
On 12 August 2026, the ULAB Kaleidoscope Club organized a seminar titled “Asian Mosaic: Exploring Culture, Communities and Heritage” at the ULAB 
Permanent Campus. The program focused on Asian cultures, communities, heritage, and the diverse traditions that shape social identities. Dr. Md. 
Anisur Rahman, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic History and Culture, Jagannath University, was among the distinguished academic 
participants. The event combined academic discussion with games, gifts, and outdoor learning activities to create an engaging experience for 
students. Participants explored different dimensions of culture and heritage through both discussion and interactive activities. The program 
encouraged students to appreciate cultural diversity and understand the relationship between communities and heritage. The combination of 
learning and recreational activities made the seminar accessible and participatory. It also encouraged students to engage with cultural issues 
beyond the traditional classroom environment. The event provided an opportunity for students to exchange ideas and develop greater cultural 
awareness. Overall, the program successfully promoted learning, interaction, and appreciation of Asian cultural diversity.

4. 12th Inter-University Student Conference and Cultural Competition
The Department of English and Humanities organized the 12th Inter-University Student Conference and Cultural Competition on 13–14 August 2026 
under the theme “Money Talks: Consumerism and Capitalism in Literature and Language.” The conference explored the influence of consumerism 
and capitalism on literature, language, media, identity, culture, and social realities. Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, PhD, Vice Chancellor, ULAB, inaugurated 
the conference as the Chief Guest, while Azfar Hussain, PhD, Summer Distinguished Professor, DEH, ULAB, joined as the Special Guest. The two-day 
program featured Academic Presentations, Extempore Speech, Cultural Competition, Cosplay Competition, and Art Competition. This year, three 
new categories Extempore Speech, Cosplay, and Art, were introduced to encourage diverse forms of creative expression. A total of 27 public and 
private universities from across Bangladesh participated in the conference. Students had opportunities to demonstrate their academic 
knowledge, public speaking skills, creativity, and artistic abilities. The event created a vibrant platform for inter-university interaction and 
intellectual exchange. It also strengthened the long-standing tradition of student-centered academic and cultural engagement at ULAB. The 
conference concluded with a closing and award ceremony on 14 August.

5. Summer School: Beginning from the Middle
On 14 August 2026, the Department of Bangla Language and Literature organized its first-ever Summer School, titled “Beginning from the Middle: A 
Daylong Workshop on Premodern Indic Languages and Literatures, 2026.” The one-day workshop was held at PD 309 and focused primarily on 
Medieval Bengali and its rich linguistic and literary traditions. Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, Phd, Vice Chancellor, ULAB, officially inaugurated the Summer 
School. Distinguished faculty members from various departments of the University of Dhaka also participated as resource persons. The program 
created an academic platform for students, faculty members, and others interested in premodern languages and literatures. Particular attention 
was given to the different linguistic layers of Medieval Bengali and lesser-explored areas of Bengali literary history. The initiative was introduced 
with the vision of developing an annual academic program. The department also plans to expand the initiative into a larger, multi-day program in 
the future. The workshop encouraged scholarly discussion and deeper engagement with Bengali language and literary traditions. The inaugural 
Summer School marked an important step toward sustained academic exchange in the field.

6. Curriculum Integration Exhibition: Platform Society in the Global South
The Department of Media Studies and Journalism organized the Curriculum Integration Exhibition: “Platform Society in the Global South” in 
partnership with the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. The program began with “Rupantor: The Resonance Show” on 9 August, followed by the 
Visual Exhibition and Audiovisual Production Screening from 14–16 August 2026. Distinguished guests included Prof. Rokeya Sultana, Department of 
Printmaking, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka; Prof. Firdous Azim, Chairperson, Department of English and Humanities, BRAC University and 
Chairperson, Press Institute of Bangladesh; and Miraj Ahmed Chowdhury, Managing Director, Digitally Right. The exhibition showcased creative 
works produced by ULAB students through different courses. The displays included wall art, campaign materials, visual art, digital and video art, 
photography, animation, and film and television productions. The works reflected students’ creativity, critical thinking, and interdisciplinary 
learning. The exhibition provided students with a professional platform to present their academic and creative outcomes to a wider audience. It 
also demonstrated the connection between classroom learning and contemporary social issues. The program highlighted diverse student 
perspectives on platform society and the Global South. Overall, the exhibition was a significant showcase of student creativity and 
interdisciplinary learning.

7. Club Week Summer 2026: A Week of Learning, Culture, Creativity & Skill Development
The University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) successfully organized Club Week Summer 2026, featuring a diverse range of academic, cultural, 
professional, creative, and skill-development activities led by university clubs from 9 to 16 August. The week began with the ULAB Language Club’s 
seminar “愛 (Ai), AI, and Identity”, exploring AI, language, identity, creativity, and human interaction. The Kaleidoscope Club organized “Asian Mosaic: 
Exploring Culture, Communities & Perspectives”, while the ULAB Debating Club conducted its two-day Debate Masterclass Series focusing on 
debating techniques, argument building, rebuttals, and persuasive communication. The ULAB Model United Nations Club organized “MUN to MNC: 
Building Skills That Get You Hired”, highlighting communication, leadership, negotiation, teamwork, and problem-solving. The ULAB Indoor Games 
Club held a workshop on sportsmanship, emphasizing fair play, discipline, respect, and teamwork. The ULAB Shangskriti Shangshad also hosted 
“Adda with Bappa Mazumder”, offering students insights into music, creativity, and the cultural industry. Academic and professional learning 
continued through the ULAB Electronics & Robotics Club’s sessions on engineering research and PCB design, and the ULAB Nutrition & Wellness 
Club’s “Eat Smart, Live Well” session on practical nutrition and healthy lifestyle choices. The Sustainable Development Club organized the “Reel for 
Real: Project Zero” competition on sustainability and environmental awareness, while the ULAB 1971 History Club hosted “1971: Memories & 
Experiences of the Great Liberation War”. Paper Canoe organized a literary seminar on writer’s block, burnout, and generational approaches to 
creative writing. The week concluded with the ULAB Computer Programming Club’s session “Learn AI Powered Web Development & Unlock 
High-Paying Opportunities”, introducing students to AI-powered web development, emerging technologies, technical skills, and career 
opportunities. Through these initiatives, Club Week Summer 2026 provided students with opportunities to learn beyond the classroom, develop 
practical skills, explore creativity and culture, and engage with professionals and experts from diverse fields.


