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From August 17–22, 2026, the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) hosted a diverse range of academic, research, cultural, and professional 
development activities. The week featured seminars, workshops, exhibitions, research presentations, and student engagement initiatives. These 
programs provided students with opportunities to connect classroom learning with real-world experiences while developing their research, 
creative, and professional skills. ULAB also strengthened its academic and institutional collaborations through strategic initiatives and 
partnerships. The week concluded with the ULAB Faculty Retreat 2026, focusing on collective vision, capability development, and building a 
future-ready university.

1. ULAB Hosts Founders Museum Exhibition
The University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) hosted the inauguration of the Founders Museum Exhibition on August 17, 2026, at the D Building 
Lobby of the ULAB Permanent Campus. The exhibition commemorated the 250th Anniversary of the United States and was jointly organized by 
ULAB, the U.S. Embassy Dhaka, and the EMK Center. Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, PhD, Vice Chancellor of ULAB, attended the event, along with Richard 
Bruner, Deputy Director of Public Engagement, U.S. Embassy Dhaka. Richard Bruner highlighted the significance of the exhibition and emphasized 
the importance of understanding history, culture, and the enduring values that shaped the United States. He also conducted an interactive session 
with ULAB students and shared insights into the historical significance of the exhibition. Prof. Shamsad Mortuza appreciated the initiative and 
emphasized the importance of providing students with opportunities to engage with international cultural and historical perspectives. The event 
was also attended by deans of various schools, heads of departments and offices, faculty members, students, and representatives from the U.S. 
Embassy Dhaka and the EMK Center. The exhibition provided students, faculty members, and visitors with an opportunity to explore the history and 
founding of the United States. It remained open from August 17 to September 5, 2026, at the ULAB campus.

2. Seminar on “Women in Politics and Literature: Contributions of Jahanara Shahnawaz and Shaista 
Ikramullah”
The Department of English and Humanities (DEH) organized a seminar titled “Women in Politics and Literature: Contributions of Jahanara 
Shahnawaz and Shaista Ikramullah” on August 18, 2026, at PD 205. The seminar focused on the literary, political, and cultural contributions of two 
prominent South Asian Muslim women writers. Dr. Mahmudul Hasan, Professor of Global Literature at International Islamic University Malaysia, 
delivered the keynote presentation. Dr. Hasan, who also served as Editor-in-Chief of the Scopus- and Web of Science-indexed journal Asiatic, 
discussed the double marginalization of Muslim women writers in South Asia because of their religion and gender. He explored the works of 
Jahanara Shahnawaz and Shaista Ikramullah, with particular emphasis on their political and cultural contributions to South Asia. The seminar 
provided students and faculty members with an opportunity to engage with important issues related to gender, literature, politics, and history. The 
discussion highlighted how the writings of Muslim women had remained underrepresented in critical discourse despite their rich literary heritage. 
The session concluded with an engaging academic exchange among the participants.

3. ULAB Admission Open Day – Fall 2026
The ULAB Admissions Office organized an Admission Open Day for Fall 2026 on Wednesday, August 19, 2026, at the ULAB Campus. The program 
brought together prospective students and their guardians to learn more about the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB). The event 
provided detailed information about ULAB’s academic programs, admission procedures, and student opportunities, helping prospective students 
and their families make informed decisions about their higher education Participants received guidance on available academic programs, 
admission requirements, campus facilities, and student life. Representatives from the Admissions Office responded to questions from prospective 
students and guardians regarding academic programs and the admission process. The session also provided participants with an opportunity to 
learn about extracurricular activities and career opportunities. The program included an introduction to the ULAB campus and its learning 
environment. The interactive nature of the event helped prospective students and guardians make informed decisions about their higher 
education options. The Admission Open Day concluded successfully with participants gaining a clearer understanding of ULAB and its academic 
opportunities for Fall 2026.

4. ULAB Students Explore Language, Culture and Heritage through ‘In Search of Roots’
The Department of Bangla Language and Literature at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) organized a research-based initiative titled 
“In Search of Roots: Documentation of the Weaving Industry in Dohar and the Harijan Community in Bangshal—Language, Life and Weaving 
Tradition.” Held on August 19, 2026, at PD-206, the initiative involved students from the courses 'Vernacular and Folk Literature' and “Applied 
Linguistics.” Under the supervision of Senior Lecturer Shirin Akter and Senior Lecturer and Coordinator Sadia Afrin, students explored language, 
livelihoods, labor, culture, and heritage through field-based research. A photography exhibition featuring their fieldwork was also displayed at the 
Flag Sand Courtyard of D Building. The initiative featured research paper presentations, a photography exhibition, and community-based 
documentary screenings, focusing on the linguistic diversity of the Harijan community in Bangshal and the traditional weaving industry of Dohar. 
The program connected classroom learning with real-life experiences while strengthening students’ skills in observation, data collection, analysis, 
and documentation. It also highlighted the importance of preserving and documenting Bangladesh’s diverse cultural and linguistic heritage.

5. Department of MSJ Organizes Workshop on Social Media Management
Masters in Communication, Department of Media Studies and Journalism at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) organized an online 
workshop on “Social Media Management” on August 19, 2026, from 7:30 PM to 10:30 PM. Md Ariful Islam Arman, Head of New Media Initiative at 
DhakaPost.com, conducted the workshop and shared his professional experience and practical insights into social media management, digital 
content strategies, audience engagement, and platform management. The workshop highlighted the evolving nature of social media, the 
importance of understanding target audiences, and the need to adapt communication strategies across different digital platforms. Participants 
gained practical knowledge applicable to academic, professional, and organizational communication, while the session concluded with valuable 
insights into effective social media management and digital communication strategies.

6. ULAB Signs MoU with BIID to Strengthen Interdisciplinary Research and Sustainable Development
The University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Bangladesh Institute of ICT in 
Development (BIID) on August 19, 2026, at the ULAB campus. The ceremony was chaired by Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, PhD, Vice Chancellor of ULAB. Mr. 
Md Shahid Uddin Akbar, CEO of BIID, and Prof. Muhammad Golam Kibria, Head of the Department of CSE, also attended the ceremony. The MoU was 
signed by Md. Salah Uddin Akbar, In-charge, Administration, BIID Foundation, and Lt. Col. Md. Foyzul Islam (Retd.), Registrar, ULAB. In his remarks, Prof. 
Mortuza emphasized the importance of academia–industry collaboration in promoting innovation, knowledge exchange, and impactful research. 
Established in 2019 as a not-for-profit organization, BIID had been working in areas including agriculture, nutrition, entrepreneurship, ICT, and 
innovation. The collaboration was expected to create opportunities for interdisciplinary research, knowledge sharing, and innovation. It was also 
expected to support technology-driven solutions contributing to sustainable development and strengthen ULAB’s engagement with industry and 
development organizations.

7. CTRL+ALT+STORY Project Showcasing
The Department of Media Studies and Journalism (MSJ) hosted the project showcasing of the CTRL+ALT+STORY: Research & Storytelling in 
Journalism Fellowship program on August 20, 2026, at the ULAB campus. The exhibition showcased student works produced under the fellowship 
program, which was jointly organized by ULAB and Drik Picture Library. ULAB Vice Chancellor Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, PhD, and Drik Founder and 
Managing Director Dr. Shahidul Alam inaugurated the exhibition. Prof. Sumon Rahman, Dean of the School of Social Sciences, also attended the 
ceremony. The showcased works reflected students’ research, storytelling, visual documentation, and journalistic skills developed through the 
fellowship. The exhibition provided students with a platform to present their creative and research-based journalistic outputs to faculty members, 
peers, and guests. It demonstrated the value of combining research with visual storytelling in contemporary journalism. The event highlighted 
ULAB’s commitment to experiential learning and innovative approaches to journalism education.

8. Workshop on “The Basics of Canva”
The Department of English and Humanities (DEH) organized a workshop titled “The Basics of Canva” on August 20, 2026, at PD 309. The workshop was 
held from 12:15 PM to 1:35 PM and was facilitated by Mr. Oliur Rahman Sun, Lecturer, DEH. The session was designed to support students in their 
academic projects and presentations. Students from the Research Methodology course participated in the workshop, along with internship and 
dissertation students, MA students, and members of the Scholar’s Program. Mr. Sun introduced participants to Canva’s interface and explained its 
accessibility across web and mobile platforms. He demonstrated the creative process, including brainstorming ideas, selecting color schemes, 
and using design elements effectively. The facilitator also discussed responsible sourcing of inspiration, copyright awareness, and design ethics. 
He demonstrated several practical Canva features and shared his professional experience, including international recognition for his design work. 
The workshop concluded with encouragement for students to continue exploring Canva for their academic and creative pursuits.

9. Ethnographic Fieldwork Presentation and Photography Exhibition
The Department of General Education (GED) of the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) organized an Ethnographic Fieldwork Presentation 
and Photography Exhibition on August 20, 2026, at the Round Circle of the D Building. The event showcased the fieldwork experiences of students 
from the Introduction to Anthropology course, who visited the Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD) from August 4 to 7 under the 
guidance of their course teacher, Abantee Harun. During the fieldwork, students explored Tripura Village, Pottery Village, and agricultural 
communities, studying local customs, language, identity, health concerns, and community practices. Held from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, the exhibition 
featured photographs documenting rural life, culture, and community experiences. Students also presented their ethnographic reports, 
demonstrating how they applied anthropological concepts and methods in real-life settings. The initiative provided students with valuable 
hands-on experience in observation, documentation, cultural interpretation, and ethnographic research.

10. BBA Defense Grooming Session for Summer 2026
The Career Services Office (CSO) organized a BBA Defense Grooming Session for Summer 2026 students on August 20, 2026, at Forum Hall. The 
session was held from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM and was designed to prepare BBA students for their upcoming academic defense and future 
professional careers. The session focused on corporate grooming, professional etiquette, communication, and presentation skills. Students 
received practical guidance on presenting themselves with confidence and professionalism. The program also emphasized the importance of 
appropriate appearance, professional behavior, and effective communication in corporate environments. The session provided insights into 
ULAB’s MBA admission and highlighted how advanced business education could support career growth and professional development. The 
interactive program helped students better understand the expectations of academic defenses and professional workplaces. The session 
concluded with practical guidance to help students prepare confidently for their defense and future careers.

11. Academic Counseling Workshop and Campus Visit by New School Dhaka
The ULAB Outreach Team of the Communications Office organized an Academic Counseling Workshop and Campus Visit for New School Dhaka, 
Banani, on August 20, 2026. A total of 38 students and teachers visited the ULAB campus and participated in the program from 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM. 
The session was conducted by Asifur Rahman Khan, Head of Communications. The workshop focused on higher education opportunities, 
academic programs, campus life, career opportunities, and future readiness. Participants received guidance on higher education pathways and 
explored opportunities available at ULAB. The session also provided information about the university’s academic environment and student life. 
Following the counseling session, the visiting students and teachers explored ULAB’s campus, facilities, and learning environment. The interactive 
program allowed participants to ask questions and engage directly with university representatives. The visit strengthened ULAB’s outreach 
activities and engagement with prospective students and educational institutions.

12. ULAB Faculty Retreat 2026 Highlights Collective Vision for a Future-Ready University
The University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) held its Faculty Retreat 2026 at CCULB Resort on August 21–22, bringing faculty members together 
to reflect on the university’s journey and envision its future. The retreat featured an address by Kazi Anis Ahmed, PhD, President of the Board of 
Trustees, highlighting ULAB’s founding vision and values. A cultural evening showcased faculty talents through poetry, music, drama, recitation, and 
creative performances, with the combined GED and CLS team emerging as the winner. Outstanding participants were also recognised through the 
Vice-Chancellor’s Excellence Awards and honourable mentions. A key focus of the retreat was ULAB’s vision of becoming a future-ready university, 
with capability development as its signature pedagogy. Subcommittees presented recommendations based on two months of collective work to 
inform the university’s draft strategy and future initiatives. Prof. Shamsad Mortuza, PhD, Vice Chancellor of ULAB, emphasised collective vision, 
capability development, academic excellence, and institutional innovation. Professor Milan Kumar Bhattacharjee, PhD, Special Advisor to the Board 
of Trustees and Treasurer; Lt. Col. Md. Foyzul Islam (Retd.), Registrar; deans, heads of departments, and senior officials were also present. The retreat 
also highlighted upcoming HR and academic policy reforms, research rewards, internationalisation, the new ULAB website, VR campus mapping, 
and the AI-based EduSight system, concluding with a shared commitment to building a future-ready ULAB.


